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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


Bozeman, Montana. 


‘To His Excellency, Samuel V. Stewart, 


Governor of Montana. 


Dear Sir:— 
I have the honor to transmit herewith reports of the Montana 
farmers’ Institutes for the period, March 1, 1912, to February 28 


1914. 
Very respectfully, 


F. S. COOLEY: 


‘Superintendent. 


Eleventh Annual Report of Farmers’ 


Institutes 


For the Year Ending February 28, 1913. 


‘\fembers of the 
Montana Farmers’ Institute Board: 
Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the year 
ending February 28, 1913. 

Farmers’ Institute Meetings——One hundred and_ sixty-two 
farmers’ institute meetings have been held during the year, besides 
summer picnics, short courses, demonstrations, and other gatherings 
ef which special mention is made in this report. The number of 
meetings largely exceeds that held in any previous year and is more 
than double the number held in any one year up to three years ago. 
The total number of sessions is 272, and the total attendance 18,067; 
an average of 66 persons at each session. The average attendance 
is less than that of the preceding year, due, in part at least, to two 
reasons: First, the enormous grain crop and delayed harvest and 
threshing season, which cut down the attendance in October and 
November. We had not previously encountered this experience, 
which is common in the Dakotas and Minnesota, and shall probably 
find it advisable to follow their example and not attempt in the 
future to hold meetings during the harvest and threshing season, 
Second, a large number of meetings have been held in school dis- 
tricts and small communities. Here the attendance in proportion 
to the population is very high, the interest great, and the apparent 
effect of the best, but such places cannot be expected to make a 
‘record for attendance such as is possible in the larger towns. 
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Farmers’ Short Courses.—The beginning of the year found the 
iarmers’ institute in the midst of a short course for farmers and 
fruit growers at Hamilton. This school was begun February 26th 
and closed March 2nd, with an attendance of 67 members. Besides. 
the Montana corps of instructors from the farmers’ institute and - 
agricultural college Mr. Wm. Meikle of Pullman, Washington, gave 
a course of instruction in packing and marketing fruit. 

A short course was given at Moore, February 10-14, 1913, to a 
class of 58 farmers. In this course tillage, crops and crop rotation, 
and dairying were emphasized. 

Courses offered at Billings and at Lewistown were not given, 
owing to failure of local representatives to secure the specified en- 
rollment. 

Between August 26th and October ist a series of short courses. 
in grading and packing apples was given at different points in the 
Bitter Root Valley, namely, Missoula, Stevensville, Victor, Hamil- 
ton, and Como. Mr. G. H. Godfrey of Pullman, Washington, was: 
the instructor and gave lessons, covering a week for each place. to 
a total of 61 pupils. Mr. Godfrey also cooperated with the agents. 
of fruit exchanges in the Bitter Root Valley to secure a uniform 
system of grading and packing fruit, which will help to standardize 
their product and give it a reputation in the market. 

Applications have been received for similar short courses to he 
held during the current year, and a somewhat pretentious plan, 
which has worked successfully in Iowa and other states, is under 
consideration for a meeting at Billings, which will require local 
financing to the extent of a thousand dollars, more or less, the ship- 
ment! of one or more carloads of live stock and other demonstration 
material from the agricultural college, and the holding of a local fair 
in connection with the short course. 


Talent.—Hon. O. C. Gregg of Minnesota, one of the most ei- 
fective institute speakers in the field and probably the best exponent 
of dairy cattle, was employed during the entire season. Andrew 
Elliott of Ontario and S. W. Moore of West Virginia were employed 
tor several weeks before the close of 1912. Messrs. Dean, O’Donnell, 
Scilley, Walrath, Hartman, and Kerr, and Miss McDowell, were 
among the, Montana speakers who addressed institute meetings 
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during the year; while Messrs. Linfield, Wilson, Atkinson, Scher- 
merhorn, Whipple, Swingle, R. A. Cooley, Clark, Parker, and Tay- 
ior, and Misses Hess and Edwards, were among the college facuity 
and station staff. who contributed to institute programs. Supt. FP. 
. 5. Cooley conducted the majority of the meetings in person. P. G, 
Holden of lowa, Joe Wing of Ohio, Mrs. Alice Peloubet Norton of 
Chicago, Miss Mary G. Deem of Valley City, Dr. Worst of Fargo, 
North Dakota, were also secured for lectures in Montana during ilie 
year through the farmers’ institute office. 


School Lectures.—On the principle that the boy is father of 
the man and that impressions come more readily and are more last- 
ing to the youth, farmers’ institute workers have systematically 
considered the schools at all points where meetings have been held. 
Sometimes the schools have attended the institutes, sometimes 
=peakers have been sent to the schools. Lectures have been given, 
coincident with farmers’ institutes, in about twenty high and public 
schools in the state. A similar number of lectures to high schools 
have been given under the direction of the farmers’ institute office, 
the speakers being selected from the faculty of the agricultural col- 
lege. Jn all these lectures the plan of giving specific instruction in 
agriculture and applied science has been followed, and so far as 
possible generalities and advertising features have been eliminated. 


Industrial Contests.—In cooperation with the State fair man- 
agement, the agricultural college, and the school organization of 
the State, industrial contests have been held which have brought 
boys and girls into competition in growing crops and in the pre- 
paration of articles of use in home economy. County commission- 
ers and philanthropic individuals or groups of people were induced 
to offer prizes for the best products in each of the various counties, 
—prizes of sufficient amount to defray the transportation and expens- — 
es of successful competitors to Helena to the State fair. County sup- 
erintendents of schools and teachers assisted in promoting the con- 
tests andin deciding the honors. The State fair gave free admission 
and entertainment to the successful boy and girl competitors from 
each county, anid the agricultural college gave a course in stock-judg- 
ing to the boys and in home science to the girls during State fair 
sveek at Helena. This project has awakened deep and widespread in- 
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terest and will be continued this season. The boys are competing in 
corn and potato growing, according to the natural aptitude of the 
various counties for the production of one or the other of these 
crops. The girls compete in sewing or canned fruit. Bread-mak- 
ing is suggested as a substitute for one of these products in the 
contests of the current year. While the promotion of these indus- 
trial contests entails the expenditure of considerable time and effort 
on the part of the farmers’ institute office, it is believed to be well 
worth while. The best education is education at work, and the in- 
terest engendered in efficient work is one of the greatest factors 
in the best development of boys and girls in Montana. 


The Press.—Numerous requests come to the farmers’ institute 
office for contributions to agricultural journals. The papers of 
Montana have been very ready to publish copy containing infor- 
mation upon agricultural topics. For the past two years the farm- 
crs’ institute office has furnished periodically a page of agricultural 
copy for the American Press Association, St. Paul, which put it up 
in plate form and sold it to a number of Montana papers. This 
work became too great a tax upon the time and energy of the 
farmers ‘institute office and was discontinued shortly before the 
close of the year. While it is desirable to furnish the papers of 
Montana with first hand matter upon agricultural and home topics, 
lack of means seems to prevent this being done in a systematic 
inanner at the present time. Invitations to contribute to agricultural 
journals have been discouraged. Secretary Houston, recently ap- 
pointed to the portfolio of agriculture in President Wilson’s cabinet, 
in a recent interview, on being asked what books he had written, 
said: “Men in executive positions who fully realize the opportun- 
ities for service in their official capacity will not have time to write 
many books.” . | 

Country Life Convention.—In cooperation with the agricultural © 
college and experiment station a Country Life Convention and 
Farmers’ Week was held at Bozeman, January 23-30. Lecturers 
of national reputation, including P. G. Holden, Joe Wing, L. R. 
Alderman and others, were secured for the program. Reduced rates. 
were obtained on the railroads. The horticultural society, the 
grange, county superintendents of schools, seed growers’ associa- 
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tion, and dairymen’s association held meetings coincident with the 
convention. A large number were in attendance and great enthus- 
iasm prevailed. This convention will remain one of the memorable 
gatherings of people interested in agriculture and country life in 
Montana. 

The Rural School.—Work begun in stimulating interest in 
teaching agriculture in rural schools and in making the rural school 
more effective as an exponent of country hfe has been continued. 
She superintendent of farmers’ institutes has attended several coun- 
ty teachers’ institutes and has made efforts to cooperate with county 
superintendents and rural teachers in coordinating the rural schools 
more closely with the life of the community. This work is too 
large to be effectively done as an incident in other lines of service 
and well merits the full time of an expert in agricultural education. 
There is no place in agricultural extension where expenditure of 
time and money will be better repaid than in the rural school. It 
is a source of regret that we are unable to do more in this direction. 


Better Farming Train.—A conference with officials of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway was held in November for 
the purpose of securing a Better Farming train over its lines in 
Montana. During the rest of the year conferences were held, and 
plans and preparations were made for the operation of this train. 
Farmers’ institute meetings were not scheduled at the various points 
along the Milwaukee lines, the Better Farming train being intended 
as a satisfactory substitute for such meetings. While much of the 
work in preparing for the equipment and operation of the train was 
performed during the year ending February 28, 1913, the actual 
operation of the train and the record of its achievements belong to 
the year following. About 18,000 people visited the train during 
the two weeks of its run. 

Summer Picnics and Demonstrations. — In cooperation with 
local organizations and the demonstration farms of Montana a 
number of summer picnics were held which were largely attended, 
the farmers’ institute staff contributing to the speaking program. 
It is estimated that the people reached in this way numbered 8,200, 
the number of picnics being seven. 

Publications.—At the request of Mr. Cleland, general passenger 
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egent of the Northern Pacific Railway, a circular was prepared on 
dry land farming, which contains a digest of the latest information 
and’ experience upon this subject. An edition of 25,000 was pub- 
lished by the Northern Pacific Railway Company for distribution in 
the territory traversed by its lines. Three thousand copies were 
procured by the Montana Experiment Station for ‘distribution from - 
its office. This publication is entitled “Suggestions to the Dry- 
Farmer,” and is circular 19 in the experiment station series. Owing 
to lack of funds the publication of the book on Montana live stock 
was not attempted during the year. The copy has been prepared 
and is ready for publication when the resources of the farmers’ 
institute will permit. The ninth and tenth annual reports were 
printed for distribution to the Thirteenth legislature during its 
session, 
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Appropriations for the year 
Overdraft 


Superintendent’s salary 
Superintendent’s traveling expenses........ 
{Lecturers at institutes 
lecturers’ traveling expenses 
Office clerk 
Movable schools 
Office expenses 
ios | YEE pot NS alee eA pe ae 


Aldvertising 


Printing annual report 
Miscellaneous small items 


ween ee ceceeseeseeeeseess 


Financial Statement. 


March 1, 1912—February 28, 1913. 


11 


see, Se side ARE he nas ON $10,000.00 
Penge pee eet: MN os OY OL ee 33.92 


poe ee AE DS AEN, 21 ee ae a a eR Se ese Ae $10,033.92 


$10,033.92 


RECORD OF INSTITUTE MEETINGS BY COUNTIES 


® 
Oo 
TOWN. 1912-13 5 3 
i) 2= 
op < 
Beaverhead County | | 
Bannack yo See Ane hee ere ghia. May Lb ee ee 1 40 
DBT ye Eick Ge eee a ee I ec March | $82 eee 1 100 
MTN G11 ahd ee ey, Pan Re ee eae ee Say 8 eo eee a 200 
GRATE ee oar ae ER Metrehy at eae 1 60 
MP: Vadis Yas sibeetae apes bhatt NS 9a eae May #165. 32.7 54 oe 1 60 
Path oe aE SE eres. 2 March 240. sae 1 125 
Wisdotie Bek eke otek ae a acme Wiese07. vc etna 2 172 
Blaine County 
ONIN ES(C 16) cee PN DURMRO RU ta LMS SRP 69 oll COLE November 9.3.4. 2 125 
Broadwater County 
AWenaeicycstls pam meme iris Ome ul eo) Pea Beoruary .dekssiare 2 26 
Carbon County 
ADSATOK GG enc eek ee As ee eS March 120i 0 wee 2 98 
ADSATORGOSR so 1 Rae Here eee Getoper .e Se 1 
Bridger siete Baie ee Aas ee Bevrulary> Tsetse. 2 275 
Erombere sigs tee ot Ao ee ee: Marth d4.0 ee 2 240 
PrOnrPer sew: yar eee ens eae eee Pepruary 28.5.5 1 150 
Redtiodge, aa. 2S 2k Ree ee, Mareh 15:4.) eet 2 95 
Red plodeeiienk. di oo ie eas, BWebruary -6....232.5 2 178 
Cascade County 
Bettie ie ee Pee eee Nerember ~182...2%. 1 38 
TOPE SRE Wek. os eae oo et ea November: 18.2. 2 112 
Greats Walle." 2. ces Sey ap Felt ee TRB 1S See Se 1 125 
ERT EN crt | Were a ee ae eae Ge ere November © £5..........-- 2 80 
BORG LOe 22) ee ey tea ee en en ease November 16............ 2 76 
BK Te 7 Xs (2 Mtn AML Jace ine aus SY) ae N RE February 17 and 18 5 1010 
CeO VSCihers Soci. Re Saale oe nee Mebruary: 19.3.3 553 2 285 
Choteau County 
Big Sandy ee OE a eee November 8............. 1 36 
CATTLE Pin cpt omits) oa Same ne eed ies November tba s a) 32 
LOW OT Re Bieta con, Sea November -11:2:2225 1 30 
Fort Benton (Nine Mile)...................... November: 9.202030: 1 25 
FOr BENOIT oe cee ee ot November 9.............. 1 12 
Custer County 
BARGER yas UC no 0 ines Se ea Alieust. 10.2333 1 25 
ee Mis CUY gee kee Se ee aa April: 22... 2: ERE ks 1 150 
Dawson County k 
Blooniviel dens Ae ae a ees GELODOL: 3. see ae 0 
LOU wid | oo mpetenne aera Om MAI MRM NOS Oe Og wWetober- 2925225222. 0 
AIT VICOW PA catte OAR ae fe emma OQetober> 325 ess 1 25 
DE Sa Vi oc gas Ee a a re QOetober 28 ee ee 0 
INDO R Well Boeke he eo ie at tees Oetobers 30. ne ae 1 25 
PORLON fie eee iG eT rie eae ee Oatober 28. Ss 0 
PAVE tenet NE 2) a ee November 1.............. 2 30 
(obit a erate og reh ogy ey 7h a eee November 1 and 2..| 2 40 
7 PIenic, 


**Stock Growers Conventicn. 
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TOWN. 


Wibaux 
Wold 
Fergus County 
Moore 
*Moore 
Stanford 
** Moccasin 
Hobson 
Buffalo 
Flat!_ead County 
1 EEN Wg) ig Qe) PNP Nias p pane eos a a 2 
Golinnia tal le a te ee 
(COMI Len ee ee ye OF 
Creston 
Creston 
Demersville 
Demersville 
Elk Park 
Kalispell 
Lakeside 
Lakeside 
LaSalle 
LaSalle 
Poison 
Polson 
Proctor 
Rollins 
Ronan 


wa hw i on i rw ne ee sen we eee 


Sedan 
CINTA ee Pe i eed eee Vi IN Oi 
Salesville 
Springhill 
Belgrade 
LETT OE Os i eRe ea Bec Od btn a ae NE 
Gowan’s Grove (Belgrade) .................. 
Granite County 
ag Re ies ek ha SO pa 
Drummond 
Hill County 
Box Elder 
Chester 
Dunkirk 
Gildford 
Havre 


aa ae wo oo tn wn ee ee ene 
wen to ne ee ee nee, 


en a ow a ot een ne 


*Short Course. 


Be eee a ede cene eset ne cen menses aan wanena sear nanenconens 


1912-138 


February side: 
February 
Mepriary 20 


Wepruarye 2 bine. 
MGHIUALY oo... 


Decembpers s/s. [ 
December * 20... 
MecemVEere (01h 


December. 22 f10..4.. 
PANES Ley et ee 
December” Gls ee 
December 6....:....-:..- 


December” "Ti: 
December: 42.6225 


Paluary oo. ke... s- 
December 26...........- 
December 2722..:-.... 
December 28............ 
SLY Vin dOnt ee eae 


December 182.6: 
December oll ek 


November) 72.02. 
November 14......-..... 
November 15............ 
Noveniber® 12...2.00..2 
November 
November 13...........- 


**Summer Picnic. 


Sessions 


bo be 


DNF WDRYHFPNEPNMNNMWNWMRNH WHE 


wp HBREpRHH 


ke BO RS FY bo) 


Attendance 
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TOWN. 1912-13 


Sessions 


Attendance 


Jefferson County ° 
PleasanesV auley eee eee genuary “15-3. sen | 2 | 85 
WA It onal he Se ee come dartuary 5 see 1 105 
Lewis and Clark County 
A TST A ee OE. Oi ime a November 19............ 2 ae 
SPelema chars Stel een ee 8 We 26s res 1 200 
Hiéléna tice sa Se Re We ats aes | UAT Y Ocoee 2 40 
Lincoln County 
HiUrek ak Soe a a a Ee. Nevember = 29............ 2 80 
LADD Ve" Bate eee Ga ae eee November 27............ 2 120 
Madison County | Pat 
FOYT PLS ce eh ee a Sees 19.1.5. Fee 1 60 
VO BYS™ OI as eae ee eee te. JH So ees regi i 15 
MO@Allister Un ee ee ee Fes) 7.) a oe 2 140° 
Pron yo eek eis Sr ets hee imnuary 20770223 2 215 
South Boulder 2) ee eee FH 20 tcp ee 2 190 
SOU tN s DH OULGGT Fe ru ee eae eer Jeaary 217 22 ee 2 70 
WAT M BTL SES 6 is occa ee eee PRR ies Oos2e ee 5h eee 1 100, 
Twin -BMiO@eS sf ae) eee JEIATYy Ea ee 2 250 
Meagher’ County. (24:30). 2222 ae. 
Harlowton. bs ee eee Jed re so ae 1 150 
Hed SOSVING oc ee St aa eee = Pepruary 257) 0c4.. 2 225 
White Sulphur SOTin gs Gray oes Soret oO Oo 2 6 se ie 3 104 
Missoula County 
Ta Lit * Be a OCIA SOR emery Marois a ee 2 51 
1 BY Gad BG Yd eh RO ree md RAL PRR OD) icy AR wecember 9 .............- 2 57 
Orchara: Homes: rio 3) a ee Veoh Ds eee 3 470 
Orchard FHomes (os a eee December 9.............. o 250 
Mis SOU la Ae” OOF aS eae ae Miepe ns 6.55 Sis as eee 2 75 
Stel enatiige ee koh oo Mee Semen December 7 .............. te 100 
Musselshell County 
**Jensvold’s farm Peousduey os J PO lac ss. eee 1 1500 
Park County 
Lal TTS ROY 4c ie emetic, oo. veneer Maen 64 oo eee 2 65 
ST GDS | Re pen SAS Geet ARMM ODS 8b or dy MBRGRADT: Ls Pn 2 190 
WV LISA Tce rs = eee. = 5 Seen JMOL 35 oe 2 160 
Clyde s Path ts cee i ee Ree Magee co 808 rae 3 525 
LY CORP ATIC aosa ees Eto So ae ee ) BAT Y 3. ee ee 2 150 
Powell County 
Deer Lodee eis OPP December 19 and 20 4 115 
Ravalli County 
Stevensville cso ae MapCh oT 28. Se ore 2 175 
i * Stevensville: eer See ee Avenst: 1554220 1 1500 
Stevensville Vee Oe ee. eee December 10 and 11 3 150 
HIOPencte ps cae es ee OS ee VEC We re aares 2 65 
*Spokene Rarch Demonstration..... gh 


** Picnic, **k*¥Creamery Picnic. 
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TOWN. 


Sy ca Cero ees ee sea, Oke es RE Ee 
Hamilton 
Hamilton 
Corvellis 


we eww ene ewer n ten canes se eneen wan scensecenwenn-nsesee 


ee en ee ee erry 
ee ee ee ee ee erry 


Darby 
Rosebud County 
Hysham 
Rancher 
Rancher 
Forsyth 
Sanders County 
Dixon 
PEROT oan co eee ea) a 
RGEC PTL beeen ee ues ae 
Camas Prairie 
Perma 
Heron 
Silver Bow County 
Butte 
Melrose 
Sweetgrass County 
aah EEG MAYS) ae AEN. che ASE SA ee > 
Glasston 


a ee ew eee e nnn nee 
See eee eee ee eee 
eee ee ee ee errr 


eee eee eee eee ee eee eee err | 


rrr nen ee een Ts 


BS Vee ee Se Se ee 


Farmington 
Shelby 
Sweetgrass 
Vauler 
-Valley County 
Dagmar 
Dane Valley 
ReMi Ore 2S tan, oe eee: 2... ee 


errr rrr rer eer rr eee rere reer reer rr rr Ts 
ns ee men te ee we nee een nee nnanne 
wn a a a es nn ne ween nen en seenny 


i en nw ene nw enw e ee nme ween een eewenny 


ee en ee ee ewe ete e ene een aee ne nncesenesess 


errr reer 


Hinsdale 
Malta 
Medicinerilake: 2s. 
Nashua 
Plentywood 


ee et ee ee en ee eae nn sess nseenee 


errr 


1912-13 


December 
December 1 


Sessions 


Decemb2r. 14 ......... a 
December 18 ............ 


December 
December 
December 


January §8&.. 


VIG Tee Sect ae ee 


April 11.23 
November 
November 
November 
November 
August 24. 


WV erireiiy oe lel Se eee ere 


January - 3.. 


November 


bo 
S 
PRE bee 


November 20 ............ 


November 
November 


November 25 and 26) 


November 
November . 
November 
November 


October 25 
October 22 
October 26 
August 3.... 


2 ba MR 


wae ewe ewes cenan- 


Noveniber Tics 


October 25 
November 
October 24 


Ais Ata 


i 
co 
Wry Drew e bd 


et 
a 
CSCNOorRNNOOSCS Dr DD POF bd eR po e po 


Attendance 
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TOWN. 1912-13 


Sessions 
Attendance 


Yellowstone County 


Ballantine Shs te eae eae February 2422.22.25 2 300 
BO LANTOS aa acer te eee Nir 2D ei eae 1 150 
Billings (7, wpdles) goss ssn sce eee eee Pebruary ° 265.2220 1 30 
BST in Oeil, aie te nS heen ey October 22-24............ 3 300 
PERT ORC VECIW oo 3eeci ts occ nege dc oncccen eben eens Webruary. 24.032 24202 2 300 
Ce ani DS Wot ces tedden ate bec emma ate Meare £2 so tee 2 2 80 
CayvsSter aris soo tes Ao 8 ne meme gers Matech 2-25 cet ears 2 140 
Pid Tain pi Reo. oo ee ieee Wapruary. 27.2. e 3 350 
PLA PIN Fes, ee ate eee emer ace March: 192.5. See 2 245 
* Huntley P Project wakes ce eee eee as Je 22s eee a 2000 
PERU ns Ec gen ghtee thes see lial vena ted Mie Ne Mk Nis MACH 32.0 22N ens eet 2 122 
1 REL MS) OE AAS eee DER Uden ASL FS Yoav Aa NACH. SUS oe eee 2 160 
OS DOTY eet secett eects acne eens March 2 betcke eee ay 125 
Pare OTE ee eo Oe oe ae eras Meren 23... see ee 1 200 
Pompeys. Pillar te fe ee Merah £23: 623s 1 45 


*Picnic. 


Twelfth Annual Report of Farmers’ 


Institutes 
For the Year Ending February 28, rora. 


Members of the 


Montana Farmers’ Institute Board: 
Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the year 
ending February 28, 1914. 


Farmers’ Institute Meetings.—One hundred and twelve regular 
farmers’ institutes of two hundred and seven sessions have been held 
during the year, with a total attendance of 20,962, an average of 
iol per session. This is the highest! average attendance in the his- 
tory of Montana farmers’ institutes. 

_ Talent.—Speakers and instructors for the farmers’ institutes 
and short courses have included Hon. O. C. Gregg of Minnesota 
for three months, S. W. Moore of West Virginia, two months, Dr. 
W. J. Hartman of Bozeman, two months, and for shorter periods, 
M. L. Wilson, agent of Custer Countiy, M. L. Dean, State horticul- 
turist, Prof. Wm. Dietrich of Crookston, Minnesota, swine expert, 
T. A. Hoverstad of Minnesota, A. J. Walrath, Whitfield Spain- 
H. C. Good, M. A. Cromwell, J. C. Wood, W. M. Woolridge, W.,R- 
Woods, C. H. Peterson, besides Professors Linfield, Atkinson, 
Whipple, Currier, Jennison, Schoppe, Riley, Burke, Schermerhorn, 
Swingle, Cobleigh, Miss Harkins, Miss Hunt, and others of the 
college faculty and station staff. 

Special Meetings.—Besides regular institutes there have been 
farmers’ summer meetings, to which speakers have been sent, at 
Moccasin, Roundup, and Huntley, with an aggregate attendance of 


18 ANNUAL REPORT OF FARMERS’ INSTITUTES 


7,800. Farmers’ weeks and short courses were held at Billings, 
Stevensville, Kalispell, and Lewistown, with an aggregate atten- 
dance of 3,870. Farmers’ week was held also at Bozeman under 
agricultural college auspices and was. attended by about 4,000 
neople. The farmers’ institute office also sent six speakers to the 
State Horticultural Society meeting, which was attended by about 
1,350. people. 

Experience with farmers’ one-week short courses in Montana 
leads to the conclusion that we have not reached the stage of de- 
velopment calculated to produce the best results in this direction. 
Warmers live too far from the larger towns to enable them to go 
in for a week at a time, and facilities for holding schools in the 
country are poor. Whether the South Dakota plan of free schools 
is better than our plan of a two-dollar enrollment fee is a question. 
Requests for such schools next year have been received from Ham- 
ilton, Kalispell, and Cascade. The cooperation of local agencies. 
is essential to successful farmers’ short courses. A noteworthy ex- 
ample is the one held in cooperation’ with the Kalispell high school - 
which had 200 people in attendance for a. week. This school is 
laying plans for a similar enterprise again this year. 

Teachers’ Institutes—The superintendent of farmers’ institutes. 
gave instruction at three county teachers’ institutes to about 500 
rural teachers, and he and his associates have lectured in Montana 
high schools to about 2300 pupils. : 

Better Farming Train.—A better farming train over the tracks 
ef the Chicago, Milwaukee and Puget Sound Railway in Montana 
engaged the attention for some time in making arrangements. About 
a week was spent in preparation and installing exhibits and two 
weeks in the actual run. About fifteen lecturers and demonstrators 
accompanied the train. Thirty-six stops were made, an average of 
three daily for twelve days. and 17,975 people visited the train de- 
spite the severe weather. During the run the temperature went 
to -30 degrees, and cold blustering weather prevailed for several 
cays. The coldest of the season was recorded at Missoula and 
Harlowton. 

Summary of Attendance.—The summary of these activities 

would then be as follows: 
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Sessions Attendance 


Pree lA Tein Stites... |. amet ecsate 207 20,962 
Summer farmers’ gatherings.............. 3 7,800 
CATING See WWeCk Gren co.) Mmmm a 3232 44 3,870 
Parmers week. Bozeman gaa. -..ac.... 13 4,000 
FLOLioultirals Convention gaeetre ot. ss 9 1,350 
SNEACHERS Will Stieiticss <3... denen ares im. 500 
Pie es CNOG VleClures oo... Meeks ctt pst 19 - 2,300 
Detter star mow trae <..... gee sc 30 17,975 

evra ae ose. MMM eee 58757 


Business Excursions.—The superintendent has made three trips 
outside the State, one to North and South Dakota and Minnesota 
in quest of information in regard to county agriculturist service, 
one to Washington, D. C., to attend the convention of agricultural 
workers, and one to Logan, Utah, to confer with the western agri- 
cultural colleges upon matters of common interest. 

Cooperation.—The principle of cooperation with other extension 
agencies has been adhered to, and so far as possible our plan has 
been to coordinate with other agencies working to a common or 
similar end. Therefore, we have worked with the various farmers’ 
organizations, the railway companies operating in Montana, the 
State, county and district school organizations, the State and county 
fairs, the high schools, chambers of commerce and commercial clubs, 
and even for a week with a lumber company in promoting corn 
erowing and pig raising.. A considerable amount of work has been 
done in cooperation with the State horticulturist, the State dairy 
commissioner, and the secretary of the State fair. The State veter- 
inarian and Board of Health have also been consulted in laying plans. 

Agricultural Extension, Service-—There is a close relationship 
between the farmers’ institute as it has developed here and the ex- 
tension service of the agricultural college. In a cooperative way 
the farmers’ institute has undertaken to hold farmers’ short courses, 
to prepare extension circulars and matter for the press, to run better 
farming trains, to promote a redirection of rural education, to dis- 
cuss educational matters with school superintendents and teachers, 
and to arrange for boys’ and girls’ industrial contests. This idea 


. 


tia 


20 ANNUAL REPORT OF FARMER®Y’ INSTITUTES 
of cooperation has led to the appointment of the superintendent of 
farmers’ institutes as director of extension service in the college. 
The appointment was ratified by the Farmers’ Institute Board. Its 
effect will be to place all these extension activities under one man- 
agement, thus avoiding duplication. 

The combination of farmers’ institutes with general extension 
service does not in any way reduce the importance or efficiency of 
the former, but rather engages the efforts of the entire extension 
staff for institute work during the season. Instead of a superin- 
tendent and a few casual, temporary lecturers, there will be a large, 
effective, permanent organization that will be expected to make 
farmers’ meetings an important feature. By using county agricul- 
tural agents and State specialists, the personal relationship with 
farmers will be increased and the staff will be working at closer 
range. It is the plan to divide the State and give personal super- 
vision of institutes to county agents, who will have the support 
of the central office and its staff. It is believed that this plan will 
result in more meetings, larger attendance, more permanent and . 
effective farmers’ organizations, and better adaptation of instruction 
te the needs of the community. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Industrial Contests.— Much attention has been 
given to promoting and fostering industrial contests for boys and 
citls. Several thousand school children came under the influence 
of this enterprise. Twenty-six boys and twenty-four girls, winners. 
of county championships, were taken in charge at Helena at the 
State fair, and given instruction in stock judging and home science.. 
‘They were profoundly impressed by the experience. . 

These boys’ and girls’ industrial contests form one of the most 
interesting and satisfactory of all extension activities. The State 
is so large, there are so many details, and the work grows so. fast 
that it has become impossible to conduct them as a mere incident 
to other extension plans. ‘There is need of a more perfect organiza- 
tion of boys and girls into clubs which meet and make reports per- 
iodically to some state leader. The organizing of clubs, instructing 
of club members, securing the cooperation of teachers and school 
superintendents, interesting parents and members of the communi- 
ty, securing prizes, arranging for exhibitions and taking charge of 
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county champions at the State fair at Helena require more time 
than the superintendent of farmers’ institutes has to bestow. There- 
fore, he has turned the supervision of boys and girls over to J. H. 
Holst, principal of the school of agriculture, and a member of the 
extension service staff. It is desirable and profitable to extend the 
work with the boys and the girls who will shortly be the business 
and industrial backbone of Montana. In the past we have over- 
looked the sending of our state champion boy to Washington. Re- 
cognition in such manner of the honor won, by a trip to the Panama 
cxposition or by a scholarship in the agricultural college, would be 
appropriate. The latter is the recommendation of Secretary Hous- 
jon of the U. 5. Department of Algriculture, and is, I believe, the 
most practical and suitable recognition. 


Rural Schools.—Our rural schools ought to be training boys 
and girls for country life rather than fostering dissatisfaction and 
discontent and a longing for the city. Not that we wish to curb 
ambition for success in any business or profession, or stop boys 
whose talents are best brought out in the city from going there, 
but that we desire to make country life and pursuits more attrac- 
tive with assurance of splendid opportunities. The introduction of 
the study of agriculture into rural schools has proved very effective, 
both as an educational subject and in enhancing the interest and 
satisfaction in country life. We, therefore, propose to continue our 
plan of stimulating interest in this matter among teachers, superin- 
tendents, and others, by addresses at county teachers’ institutes, 
and so forth. We are preparing a rural course of study in coopera- 
tion with the Country Life Teachers’ Association and the Office 
of Public Instruction. We recently prepared a course in agricul- 
ture for rural schools for the State superintendent of public instruc- 
tion. To further this purpose we offered courses in teaching agri- 
culture and in rural economics and sociology for the summer school 
at Bozeman next June. Both these courses were accepted. They 
will require several weeks’ time in preparation and in teaching. 

Publications —The preparation of agricultural information for 
publication in Montana papers was resumed in August, after a 
lapse of several months, and has been continued weekly since that 
lime. 
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Education through the press has not yet found its full develop- 
ment here by reason of limitations of time and means. One circu- 
lar, “Cooperation for Better Farming,” and some leaflets for the 
boys’ and girls’ contests comprise the publications of the department. 
There is copy for a live stock book that has been ready for two 
years without funds to publish it, It would cost $2,000 to publish 
an edition of 10,000. A .weekly or a monthly periodical will be 
needed before long as a means of sending out information prepared 
in the department. 

Judges For Fairs.—Judges who are trained and can standardize 
products are needed at county fairs. It is desirable to maintain a 
bureau of expert judges so that exhibits can be passed upon in a way 
that is truly educational and worth while. The demand for expert 
judging service is growing and should be met by a staff of qualified 
judges ready to respond to such calls. | 

The past year judges for county fairs were secured for Park, 
Powell, Jefferson, Rosebud and Fergus Counties. The State fair 
engaged the attention of the superintendent for more than one week. 

County Agriculturists—Two county agriculturists have been 
in service since May 1, 1913—M. L. Wilson in Custer County and 
C. H. Peterson in Fergus County. These men have handled the 
institutes in their territory and have given their entire time to the 
instruction of farmers. Their leading activites are to secure the 
production of a supply of forage for stock and suitable stock to 
consume farm forage, to promote diversified farming and crop rota- 
tion, to assist in farm and business cooperation, and to develop the 
iaterest of young people in farming. It is the plan to add other 
men to this list of county agriculturists as fast as circumstances 
permit, using Federal funds and county funds to supplement those 
of the State. ; | 

State Specialists—To give assistance to county agriculturists 
and to give attention to special problems, as well as to meet farm- 
ers, hold institutes and be generally useful to Montana, a State ex- 
tension staff is proposed, which will include experts in animal hus- 
bandry, horticulture, agronomy, and home economics. Already ne- 
gotiations for talent along these lines have been begun. The cost 
will be about the same as that of the old method of bringing insti- 
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tute lecturers from abroad. The past year shows $2034.60 on the 
expenses of twenty-two speakers in farmers’ institute work. About 
$350 of this was expended in the travel of four lecturers to and 
from the State. Only ten of these speakers received any compensa- 
tion for services, for which $2066.66 was the aggregate sum paid. A 
part of these funds would suffice for the permanent employment of 
a specialist in animal husbandry. At least one-half of his salary 
could be offset by the saving in transportation and compensation of 
speakers brought in from outside. . 
No argument is needed in support of instruction in home eco- 
nomics to farm women. This sadly neglected service has been 
passed over for lack of means and competent instructors. An earn- 
est effort is now being made, with the expectation of success, to 
secure a first class, trained home economist. The consumer’s problem 
is as great and important as the problem of production. It has been 
affirmed by the leading authorities in the western agricultural col+ 
leges that women’s work should engage 25 per cent of the resources 
and activities of the extension service. In this view we fully coneur. 
Gy adopting it we hope to develop an efficient and well balanited 
cepartment of agricultural extension service. 19. Sot ttD 
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Financial Statement. 


March 1, 1913—February 28, 1914. 


Appropriation forethe vyeatncs o>.) tee eee eee cee ee $10,000.00 
Orvend fahty oe) Seo oe os Ts SS re a ea Oe 16.90 
Dita 2. Ree i Se te SS eee rene $10,016.90 
Expenditures, 
muperintentlent’s. salary) 2c tgchin yaa $2,958.33 
Superintendent’s traveling expenses.......... Igieien7 
Lecturers at institutes .0..22 eee Bees. 2,066.66 
ecturer's\traveling expenses 2... Weses 1,638.60 
Betper staging a tain 1) 07) ee ete LTI9M7 
EIN (oy Wed Cas ean Ty te pe Um) an) MENS Se 600.00 
Office expenses .......... ER 2d SE S28 85.34 
PUVETEIG ING es sete ee ee, em ae 254.40 
ET DDATY gees ore en ee, 83.63 
Demonstration apparatus ......-...s0-c--ccceess-e0 24.40 
Saab lace beans 0 oe reaper ee 15.00 
Votal ss 3s oss eae Sere $10,016.90 _ $10,016.90 
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1913 | 
Recipe iset yesh sr 8S A RU Ae ye EET el ge ES a ee 2 200 
mi poetic tnt we te oe) ey oe ii ETS) (Ws eee caer Oa 1 79 
CTY CASH DES ts 1 ga EE rae ECA A NE Darchwaes 2-5 to 3 109 
13 AVN IES CR RED EIR EY ieee OE, Mare yh be ih oye 3 250 
CHSC els ex BE Ss a alas cn na De RI A Mareh ©6520 2s 2 95 
PEPYS AK. P hid ovale Setar pall eR ls MO a et PR DARGIS Teen ne ee ae 10 
A GES Ge tae its Ss Wao Oar vn, Ne NER, © March: 8...3552/0" 2 Ye 
(EVE SG\e” Scan UN acer DN SAR aed EAT OLY AAO ee 1 125 
Ye Teleamates cermin Se lc WATE oe: ete esas L HD) 
PlOOI Wella aware oe Fehr ke Chan T eye Ge esas Wares ee 2 400 
eC pe a eee se cage a Ta foe Oa June 27 (postponed 
till later) 1 100 
Cae Tag eeeite ane rend Sie RN OA S's OR PVNAUL Ouro rosea ays. 1 400 
PANS Eee isle ieee ete ay Cen Fea RTOS) Ai cok te ee 1 200 
TORGAT See eee eo a ee ae Thy a OA ene oreaesteanan 2 150 
CLEC TI ree ee i ee ee ee oy BULLY Sionsnke eee ee 1 175 
ny or0 Ces N)Cce Nectarh Oy oS UL AE Moya NR Da cE es a Aisne ore 1 200 
Di CICA Greet wor aes ke eevee): Sale Gu epesienen Malaue rete gabt er 1 300 
PRONTES TCR. ae ee 8 Os Oi LAN SY AEe ete a aaah tothe 2 300 
Peto are, pen ee ged te ne a tee Pe MD Beh raleed Oe ceen hw catenin 255 i) 200 
ATECIONS Vey eats we Wet he eT ee ay tee J APR Ag i Beers cae aes 4. 60 
PSN TE WW OO Utse ts take ee a a 15 ha Ue eee ee satel 1 2 
PRT SOT ory ane ee ek el Sky Ee AF Fr tl Way ol LS plas os me uA 120 
PRCOCT HCI oot ee ai 2 aes av hys | LG ku an eee Ue } 150 
Bee er Re AN ah oh BT FL 21 een kes eee 1 20 
Play CROCK wee aS ea ee ee ah Sanya 4 oo. Cen ee ee 1 500 
Di RoW ts Shes Bee We AE Riley SA Rte OO fe Cee PAILS UAL can ee see oy 1 399 
TG wae ea. US Ze St RSC Mote iia, tar eee September 10............ 1 300 
ON CLOOL. oo wake hoe eke ae eer ee October. 18220. 2. 1 125 
Pied ees ville weg eed are ae ee November 17............ 1 300 
RAO MCT Pye Nii ee ee lie ce hy ity ys 1 am November 18 ............ 1 400 
EV iGa 0 Be eas GR See Sieloer: SRC nd TRAIN SOD RN November, 195.0... a 400 
Su OSCW V6 ta lene Rivers AS tar op Me SE RC EI eR RO November 19............ 1 609 
0 0 od ee a AER RS eee Ay See November 20 ............ it 500 
PSS AAT Nee he eee er eee al November 22............. 2 700 
f TCT AG) 4 terest Batt AO WN eS id EMA BASEN? OY em December 20 _..........- ui 75 
FOL (Ne ake ek AE ae eases es She Oe RO December 20 ............ E 40 
. 1914 

Stevensville (East. Bench)...................... ST ATLUAT Vaal doa ee ee iL 100 
(OXSTT) O R E) O NE eat ca  E BO TAT Wana coo bat eee 2 130 
Ovenard Hones. ee ee a WATUALVAT A toe Ses 3 15 
DISTIY a aA eS TNA ENS 5 eat aa GOR Eee: «a PAUL 0 ee 2 75 
YUE Sal We gl ee Oe OBR Ba pe den en ene. Se SEER ER TSU el One es, aes 2 175 
PCIe ONG ess ee eet eas ae Oe PL TUULAUEY. Sle ice yee we Ne 100 
DIGASClSh el eee eR AKG) ce SER aW A Wats tte Rane teens atc 2.4 150 
Uy hh sie: ee iy De soe De a ire: Bes oe eR PLATT AT Sg Ocoee. at Oa ca | 1 1D 
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EPEET LOW LOTT tate oe ee oe es January: 12... 3 ee 
PUWGIEh BGA ee ee ee eer ene January 18..............-. : 80 
a ek ed eR NR Re. Jamey 718 eae aces 3 1 
Hopson Mie ee we eee Jantiary> i407 8s: 2 30 
QEATECOT as be toe cre ae eee ne ce tg January pie ees 3 110 
(leg Op'< Maas Wek err eh ee eee January 16.24.28 1 ae 
ESE OAUC VLC W fee oe ee ea eee ee er, Dee nee ae Jentiary 10425 eee 2 125 
PTelerickoe seek eas Co ee Jeary 17 2c oe! ee 00 
Acton Roeht SRC LE PRES ca ee a Wi eel 8 FIN January ear Re ae ey es 2 +08 
RU AIN Tee Oe a ett ee Bel ae Ree Jeary: 102 es 2 275 
Fe Ginko see ae ne ee Jamurary 1952s 2 230 
Mirlllows Greeks <oe ie tie So eee eee January DUS See 1 150 
Hamiltons tettee ts oc cane he eee Jammy 30-315 seas 4 405. 
Uren (eV eps et AN Ph dektnat Od 197 CRM kd AIS February Bae ree 3 215 
Bi alive cayeown wae en kik ice, ee een Fepruary, 2)..222282 2 275 
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Pola ee ee eee he ee February: 6.87 1 60 
Whitehall pans beck nl eee February 5............. 2 125 
Pipakan ti Vadley . ache oS ee Ce eee Wepruary 6.0... 58. 2 50 
Thibbyt cee. bee hee oO ees February 6....-...------- 34 65 
HMO Dee. ick Metin ok oe See gees February 6.222.052 a) 32 
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Teasley te Lee ee February (9.3 2) 200 
Mireey Pore ies eke eee on ee ee February ~92nn ee 2° 95 
Ry ke Park chef ov Meagan ie eed oeeaey Makraary  10e | er press “aid 76 
Polerade: tii. 2 he Gedo poe February 105k. Bit 165 
CHlum biacw alia: 2s wee Soa ees Fenriary<10se ean od 425 
isig DC Nt Ree GR ee en Oi UN eu ge eT weppdary Li ee 7 | 250 
Cot OBank te se ook Pe ea be (| Penpnary 11-12. 6 | 760 
Retain anes Ba re ys i ee aS Peamary. 12a 2 120 
Gli Fotd cee ee eas a one: Wehbruarv, 13:2..5.: 2 | 240 
Civda Parksct <. 4080 ee Sis en oa ee February \ laa Fea 245 
PUTICH care Bi, Get ates. ee Oy ae eins Mennuary. lone 2531 130. 
PTET ry Ret te 8 ts Be os ie a February 14.54.58 Ses 475, 
FEAT es Cor Oy 5 ey ee eae Petruary. 14.332 | Too 125 
Poot depres eo tis tas hie Be February 16 sess. Siok 315 
Bie Tm Pareto a cae ee ee Wetrnary 16. ack We 92 
FOOT by APOLLON crete vee setae on ag sheen oe Penrtary, 317 22s cae 114 
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PLACE DATE 
1914 
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J ASPENS 1 WE accent 9a ag ee Os Sa A Pebruary. 18s5252 :3. 
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Cree es ee le eT Pebroary sci 
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Attendance 


175 

70 
155 
155 
125 
148 
150 
575 
160 
100 
325 
415 

50 
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Supplement to Farmers Institute Report 


For 1913 and 1914 


Being a Resume of Work Done from March 1, 1914 
to. September 1, 1914. 


During the six months between March tst and September Ist, 
1914, 76 farmers’ institutes were held with 97 sessions and attended 
by 9,489 people, an average of 97.82 per session. In addition to 
these, speakers were sent to five farmers’ summer picnics, attended 
by 10,150 people. ‘This makes a total of 102 sessions during the six 
months and a grand total attendance of 19,639 people. 

The talent used in these institutes has been, for the most pari, 
trom the permanent farmers’ institute and college extension staff, 
including Suprintendent F. S. Cooley, Dr. W. J. Hartman, M. L. 
Wilson, C. H. Peterson, J. C. Taylor and R. A. Blanchard. Dean 
F. B. Linfield has addressed a considerable number of meetings 
and Prof. Alfred Atkinson two or three. | 

Hon. W. E. Harmon of Bozeman made one two-weeks trip and 
W. R. Woods, a prominent stockman, farmer, and agricultural lec- 
turer of South Dakota, was employed for five weeks. 

The plan of building up local interest and pride in farmers’ meet- 
ings has been followed and, wherever practicable, the meetings have 
been under the management of the county agriculturist in the county 
where they were held. This has made possible a larger number of 
meetings and a closer relationship to local problems and needs. 
Many farmers’ meetings besides those included in this summary have 
been held by the county agriculturists, but only those where talent 
has been supplied by the farmers’ institute office have been credited 
to our work. 

In view of the organization for extension service that is now 
established at the agricultural college, it seems wise to use largely 
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ihe members of the permanent extension staff for the programs of 
meetings rather than outside speakers. The farmers’ institute will 
gain, thereby, trained workers with no expense for salaries. Only 
traveling expenses in such cases will be charged against farmers’ 
institute funds. The extension staff will gain the traveling expenses 
and favorable opportunities for efficient service. Probably no lec- 
turers from outside will be employed for Montana farmers’ institutes 
until it is known how much money is left for such use during Jan- 
uary and February, Iots. . 

Three movable schools are contemplated for the coming winter 
—at Kalispell, at Hamilton, and at} Cascade. Like the farmers’ insti- 
tutes of one to five sessions, these will be directed by county agricul- 
turists wherever possible. It will be recalled that the Farmers’ In- 
sutute Board voted last spring to charge no enrollment fee at Hamil- 
ton in order to test the plan of a free school as compared with the 
usual plan of charging a $2.00 enrollment fee. 

A judging service bureau has been organized to furnish trained 
judges at county and local fairs. A more uniform standard of ex- 
cellence and increased educational value of exhibits is believed to 
be possible by this means. Calls for a total of twenty-four judges 
have been answered from fourteen places,—Livingston, Floweree, 
Whitehall, Stanford, Glasgow, Fort Benton, Circle, Chinook, Stev- 
ensville, Billings, Missoula, Hamilton, Kalispell, and Miles City. 
The plan is to make the service self-sustaining by charging a small 
fee and actual traveling expenses. 

Four members of the farmers’ institute and*extension staff are 
employed at the State fair in the boys’ and girls’ industrial contests, 
in addition to others from the faculty of the college. 

The boys’ and girls’ club work has required much of the time 
of the superintendent of farmers’ institutes in the past, but now the 
extension office is prepared to take over this work. Miss Augusta 
Evans will be in charge. Her salary will be paid by the Office of 
Farm Management of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, her 
traveling expenses coming out of farmers’ institute funds. 

Besides Miss Evans and Doctor Hartman, already noted as 
permanent members of the extension staff, Miss Katherine Jensen 
has been secured as specialist in home economics in extension service 
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and H. B. Cannon as farm efficiency specialist. The county agricul- 
turist force comprises six men with a state leader. A dairy special- 
ist will be appointed shortly in cooperation with the Dairy Divis- 
ion of the U. S. Department of Agriculture which will pay his salary. 

By agreement with the Secretary of Agriculture all of the De- 
pattment’s extension activities in agriculture in Montana are cooper- 
ative with the Agricultural College and under the supervision of the 
director of agricultural extension service, who is also the superin- 
tendent of farmers’ institutes. By this arrangement half of the 
superintendent’s salary will be paid from other funds from now on. 
In accordance with the general policy of the U. S. Department of — 
Agriculture one-half of the cost of extension activities in Montana 
will be paid from Federal funds. A part of this cost is to be met 
by the Smith-Lever fund of $10,000, which is now available for use, 
and a part from the general and special agricultural appropriations. 
$6,600 was allowed by .the Office of Farm Management for each of 
the next two years, $1,500 from the Dairy Division, and it is ex- 
pected that $2,000 or $3,000 of the $40,000 appropriated for instruc- 
tion to settlers on reclamation projects will be used in Montana. 
This, too, should be in cooperation with the State extension service. 
About $20,000 of Federal funds are, therefore, available or in pros- 
pect each year. The Smith-Lever funds increase about $3,000 an- 
nually. ! 

The Pederal appropriations are made with the expectation that 
the states will use an equal sum for agricultural extension. The 
general custom in other states is for the counties where such service 
is installed to contribute about one-third of the expense. Some- 
times the counties do it all. 

The superintendent was called to Washington in July for a 
conference with U. S. Department of Agriculture authorities in the 
tnatter of appropriations and types of extension work for Montana, 
and to Denver for a convention of extension executives of the west- 
ern states. 

Cooperation with other extension and public service agencies 
is the fixed policy of the farmers’ institute office. We loaned our 
live stock specialist for one month to the State and Federal veter- 
inary forces to combat dourine. We have endéavored to foster a 
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spirit of active cooperation with the commissioners of agriculture, 
horticulture, and dairying in the State, as well as with Federal agen- 
cies. We are planning cooperation with Messrs. O’Donnell and 
Farrell for bettering conditions on reclamation projects. 

No definite plans have been made to operate a better farming 
train, but the matter is under consideration for next summer. 

The balance of farmers’ institute funds September Ist was 
$4,733.46. This will be sufficient to carry out the plans outlined to 
the close of the fiscal year. It is not our purpose to ask for increase 
1 appropriations for farmers’ institutes the coming winter, but to 
establish such relationships with the division of extension service as 
will secure increased efficiency without additional expense. 

Appropriations Needed—On December 1, 1914, the farmers’ 
institute fund shows a balance of $3084.48. This will take care of | 
the regular work for the remaining three months of the current fiscal 
year. | 

An appropriation of ten thousand dollars ($10,000)—the same 
sum as now received—is asked for each of the two ensuing years. 

Though there has been a greatly increased demand for farmers‘ 
institutes and requests for meetings are multiplying with the new 
settlements in the State, it will be possible to take care of this in- 
creased work without a larger appropriation by cooperating with the 
extension department of the Agricultural College and with the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 


